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Butterflies Alive!  May 29–Sept. 9.
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Milepost Math
Along railroad tracks there are

signs, called mileposts, that help train
crews and other rail workers know
where they are and how far it is to
other places along the tracks. The
milepost shows a number, which in-
dicates the distance, in miles, from that
milepost to the beginning of that rail-
road or branch.

Almost every railroad in the United
States uses this milepost system, with
one milepost marker placed every mile
along the track. Milepost numbers are
also given to stations, signals and other
landmarks along the railroad right-of-
way.

By using a little math, we can do a
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MILEPOST INFORMATION

Santa Barbara depot – Milepost 367.4
Goleta Amtrak station – 358.2
Dos Pueblos Canyon bridge – 351.1
El Capitan State Beach Park – 347.3
Gaviota State Beach Park – 335.3
Point Conception – 322
Jalama Beach County Park – 317
Santa Ynez River crossing – 298.6
Least Tern nesting area – 289
Guadalupe depot  – 273.2
Pismo Beach – 259.4
San Luis Obispo – 249.6

805-682-4726; www.sbbg.org
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Answers: 1. 9.6 miles (298.6 minus 289
equals 9.6); 2. Santa Barbara is closer
(45.4 miles versus 48.8 miles for
Guadalupe); 3. About 3 hours, 23 minutes
(101.5 [miles] divided by 30 [mph] equals
3.383 [hours], or approx. 3 hours, 23
minutes.) ; 4. 45 miles per hour (3 [miles]
divided by 4 [minutes] equals 0.75 [miles
per minute] times 60 [minutes per hour]
equals 45 [miles per hour])

lot with milepost information. The
table on the right has milepost num-
bers for some of the places you would
visit on an Amtrak train between

San Luis Obispo to Dos Pueblos Can-
yon (west of Goleta)?

4. A passenger wants to know how
fast her train is going. According to
her watch, it takes exactly four min-
utes for the train to go from Jalama
Beach County Park to Milepost 314.
How fast was the train moving?

The answers are below.

Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo.
See if you can solve these “mile-

post math” problems. (You might also
look at a map of California or Santa
Barbara County.) The answers are at
the end:

1. How far is it from the Santa
Ynez River crossing to the protected
Least Tern nesting area on Vanden-
berg Air Force Base?

2. Which city is closer to Point
Conception? Santa Barbara or Guad-
alupe.

3. If a freight train keeps a con-
stant speed of 30 miles per hour, how
long will it take the train to travel from

Today, most Americans travel by
car. For going longer distances, most
of us take an airplane.

One hundred years ago, back in
1901, things were a lot different. Roads
were primitive and cars were rare. The
automobile was a stubborn contraption
that was used mainly for short-distance
recreation by the wealthy. The Wright
brothers first flight at Kitty Hawk was
still two years in the future.

Back then, the railroad was the most
important means of travel in America.
The United States had over 193,000
miles of railroad in 1901, but not one
highway or airport! The big railroads
were some of the largest corporations
in the world.

In 1901, the Southern Pacific Rail-
road completed the Coast Line, the
route along the Pacific Ocean from San
Francisco to Los Angeles. People in
Santa Barbara and other California coastal com-
munities had been waiting for years for the Coast

Coast Line Celebrates 100th Birthday

Line to be ready. They found that the trains were
faster, cheaper, and more comfortable than the com-
petition, which included stagecoaches and coastal
steamships. In fact, the stagecoach company that
served Santa Barbara went out of business the same
day that the first Coast Line trains ran.

While transportation has changed greatly since
1901,the railroads are still important. Locally, the
Coast Line lives on. Its route is almost the same as
when it first opened. Freight trains of the Union
Pacific Railroad (which purchased the Southern Pa-
cific Railroad in 1996) still rumble through our
area. (They are pulled by modern diesel locomo-
tives, rather than the steam locomotives of 1901.)

And, you can still catch a ride on an Amtrak
train from stations at Carpinteria, Santa Barbara,
Goleta, Surf (near Lompoc), and Guadalupe to des-
tinations that are nearby or clear across the coun-
try. What a great way to join in celebrating the
100th birthday of the Coast Line, and become a
part of history, yourself!

To learn more, visit the library and read:
Closing The Gap: The Coast Line and Its Bridges

in Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties by Nan
Lawler.  24 pages. Published by the Institute for

American Research.
Santa Barbara County Railroads: A Centennial

History by David F. Myrick. 51 pages. Published
by the Santa Barbara Historical Society.

Southern Pacific's Coast Line by John R. Signor.
324 pages. Published by Signature Press.

Stagecoach Days In Santa Barbara County by
Walker A. Tompkins. 136 pages. Published by
McNally & Loftin.

By Gary B. Coombs
South Coast Railroad Museum

Goleta Depot is also 100 years old. It was
built in 1901 as part of the Coast Line work.

South Coast Railroad Museum photo.

The Coast Line trains brought a quick end
to Santa Barbara’s stagecoach days.

Santa Barbara Historical Society photo.

Amtrak’s Coast Starlight crosses the century-old bridge towering above Gaviota State Beach Park.
Photo by Perry Lorentzen.

New wedding display, with dresses
from the 1950-60 era, is now open.
Tours  2-4 p.m. on the half hour.

Milepost 358,
in Goleta, is
358 miles from
San Francisco,
the historic
home base of
the Southern
Pacific
Railroad.
Photo courtesy of
Jean-Guy Dubé.


